
An Introduction to Film
1. Mainstream and independent cinema
·         What are the differences between mainstream and independent cinema?
·         What does the ‘process’ of making a film look like?  (Pre-production-Production-Post-Marketing-Distribution)
 
Useful websites/ links and tasks
-          http://sssfcfilm.blogspot.com/2014/03/independent-film-vs-mainstream-film.html  (Read and highlight the attached article.  Define the differences between indie and mainstream cinema)
-          https://www.raindance.org/what-mainstream-cinema-can-learn-from-independent-film/ (Read the attached blog and make notes.  Watch one of the 5 independent films listed at the bottom of the blog and write a review about its strengths and weaknesses – I recommend Run Lola Run – if you also have an independent film you’ve been keen to watch, then feel free to watch and review that.)
-          There are sample videos to watch here and notes to make on Indie film production https://indiefilmhustle.com/5-stages-indie-film-production/  (Apply these 5 stages to the film you watch and create a case study on that film, making notes about its production, distribution, funding etc – Google will help with this!)
-          Choose one of Mark Kermode’s Indie reviews to watch and listen to, making notes on any of the 5 stages you have previously researched https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/topics/British_independent_films


2.  Film Regulation

-          How are films regulated in the UK?
-          Is this problematic?

Useful websites/ links:
-          https://www.bbfc.co.uk/ (Using the website, summarise the film categories; give a short description for each category.  Give an example of a mainstream AND Indie film for each category.  You should also provide a definition of how films are regulated in the UK)
-          Another helpful article here: https://www.theguardian.com/film/2002/mar/13/filmcensorship.seanclarke



3.  Film Marketing

-          How is a film marketed?  Detail the process of this, providing examples
 
 
Useful websites/links:
-          How is a film marketed?  https://www.ventureharbour.com/ultimate-guide-marketing-films-tv-shows-online/  (Read and make notes on these strategies.  Make notes on the pros/cons of each strategy – do try and list examples of films you know of which have used these strategies)
-          Choose one independent film, watch it, and find its marketing materials (film poster, website, social media pages) annotate and analyse how it engages its target audience - be really specific when writing about the target audience and aim to get lots of analysis of media language in there (camera shots, lighting, costume, colour scheme - anything you can see in the marketing material!)

4.  Film Production
· This focus is all about the creation of film and narrative and takes a more practical look at the Media. 
· You should design your own ‘shot list’ which details camera terminology that you will end up using in your analysis of media texts. 
· Using your phone, you should take images of the types of shots listed below.  You should create a short explanation for each.
· You should then watch an independent film and identify and analyse at least 5 of the most powerful shots used in the film. 

Shots/ camera movement to include:
· Close up (CU)
· Extreme close up (ECU)
· Mid shot
· Long shot/ full shot
· Extreme long shot
· Over the shoulder shot
· Two shot
· POV shot
· Pan
· Tilt
[bookmark: _GoBack]You can do this taking images of absolutely anything: yourself; your pets; your family and even inanimate objects (which might prove easier) - the more fun the better!  For example, I have seen these done before using lego figures: https://www.foolishbricks.com/camera-shots-tutorial-lego-comics/
Useful websites/links:
Take inspiration from: https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/ultimate-guide-to-camera-shots/
https://boords.com/blog/16-types-of-camera-shots-and-angles-with-gifs


 















THC Project titles - CHOOSE ONE ONLY.
1. A written analysis of the media language used in one independent film of your choice.
2. An investigation into the key differences between mainstream and independent films, including the impact that mainstream cinema has had on the ‘indie film’ industry
3. Investigate: what is the impact of streaming services on the film industry?

When you have decided on your title, you should write no more than 1500-2000 words on your chosen subject title.  You may also choose to present your findings in the form of a power point, written essay/ word document or a video presentation where you explain what you have learnt.  

You will then present your findings in the subject inductions in September.

