A Level English Language and Literature:
Over the next 2 weeks, you will research the gothic genre, where ‘Dracula’ fits within this genre, how context influences Dracula, finishing on a written task. 
Week 1 - What is gothic fiction?
Create a power point/mind map/short video/handout of your findings which are shaped by the bullet pointed questions below:
· What is gothic fiction? Define gothic fiction 
· What are the characteristics of the genre and examples of these? Eg. Setting 
· What is the history of the gothic genre? What has influenced the genre’s development?
This should be in your own words and you should summarise the ideas presented in the articles and videos below:
Read and make notes on the links below to help you answer the above questions in detail. You can also use AI to help you with this task. 
https://www.thetutorteam.com/english/how-to-study-gothic-literature-what-are-the-features-of-a-gothic-story/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wCmZoljqqU 
https://www.nypl.org/blog/2018/10/18/brief-history-gothic-horror
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/zvr9vk7

Week 2: Stoker’s inspiration and context 
Dracula was written by Stoker at the turn of the century and embodies Victorian fears about immigration, sexuality and the world ending. 
Please make notes on the following sections: 
Xenophobia
Historical context 
Religion vs Science 
Anxiety and the vampire 
Victorian medicine 
You could add slides to your existing ppt, or create a mind map, or illustrated infographic. 
Use some of the following resources to help you: 
https://www.britishlibrary.cn/en/works/dracula/#:~:text=The%20most%20immediate%20answer%20is,refugees%2C%20dissidents%20and%20the%20persecuted. 
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/dracula/context/historical/victorian-science-medicine/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2fV-j2wTn3Q 

Final Task:
· Using your research, and knowledge of how to analyse an extract from both GCSE Language and Literature as well as your research in the context relating Dracula, you should now complete the essay linked to the extract from ‘Dracula.’
[image: ]
Help box:
Look at how potential illness/mental illness has afflicted Jonathan. How does the language portray this? 
Link to the relevant context (from your research) which inspired this setting and Stoker’s intentions. The couple are back in London after Harker’s trip to Transylvania. 
Use your knowledge of writing GCSE Literature responses, but apply the more specific language terminology below, looking for patterns of language. 
Terminology which may be of relevance in this extract: noun-phrases, plural pronouns, semantic field, metaphor, simile, adverbs, verbs, thought verbs, lists, repetition, simple sentence, and symbolism. 

Summer reading:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout this course, you will be studying Dracula by Bram Stoker, A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams, and The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, but to name a few. It is recommended that you pre-read these texts so you have time to explore the plot and characters at your own pace before the course begins. 
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Read the extract printed below. This is from the section of the novel where Mina gives an
account of Jonathan's reaction to seeing Dracula when they are in London.

Explore the significance of fear in the novel. You should consider:
« the presentation of fear in the extract below and at different points in the novel
« the use of fantasy elements in constructing a fictional world.
[35 marks]

‘Itis the man himselfl’

The poor dear was evidently terrified at something — very greatly terrified; | do believe
that if he had not had me to lean on and to support him he would have sunk down. He
kept staring; a man came out of the shop with a small parcel, and gave it to the lady, who
then drove off. The dark man kept his eyes fixed on her, and when the carriage moved
up Piccadilly he followed in the same direction, and hailed a hansom. Jonathan kept
looking after him, and said, as if to himself:—

‘I believe the Count, but he has grown young. My God, if this be so! Oh, my
God! my God! If I only knew! if | only knew!" He was distressing himself so much that |
feared to keep his mind on the subject by asking him any questions, so | remained silent.
| drew him away quietly, and he, holding my arm, came easily. We walked a little further,
and then went in and sat for a while in the Green Park. It was a hot day for autumn, and
there was a comfortable seat in a shady place. After a few minutes' staring at nothing,
Jonathan's eyes closed, and he went quietly into a sleep, with his head on my shoulder. |
thought it was the best thing for him, so did not disturb him. In about twenty minutes he
woke up, and said to me, quite cheerfully:-

‘Why, Mina, have | been asleep? Oh, do forgive me for being so rude. Come, and
we'll have a cup of tea somewhere.” He had evidently forgotten all about the dark
stranger, as in his illness he had forgotten all that this episode had reminded him of. |
don't like this lapsing into forgetfulness; it may make or continue some injury to the brain.
I must not ask him, for fear | shall do more harm than good; but | must somehow learn
the facts of his journey abroad. The time is come, | fear, when | must open that parcel
and know what is written. Oh, Jonathan, you will, | know, forgive me if I do wrong, but it
is for your own dear sake.





